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COMMON NAME
O. pabda (Fig. 1) is known as Madhu pabda in Bangladesh 
(Rahman, 1989); Pabdah catﬁsh in India (Talwar and 
Jhingran, 1991) and Pallu in Pakistan (Misra, 1976).
CONSERVATION STATUS 
Endangered in Bangladesh (IUCN Bangladesh, 2000) and 
in lower Brahmaputra basin of Assam, India (CAMP, 1998), 
near threatened in Pakistan (IUCN, 2011), also globally 
categorized as near threatened (IUCN, 2014).
I	

This species attains a length of 17 cm and is caught in 
West Bengal and the northeastern states of India. It is an 
esteemed food ﬁsh (Talwar and Jhingran, 1991). This is 
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The endangered catﬁsh, Ompok pabda, is one of the foods high in 
nutritional value in Asian countries but its natural populations have 
declined due to over-exploitation and various ecological changes in its 
natural habitats leading to an alarming condition and deserving high 
conservation importance. This paper recommends the actions for the 
sustainable conservation of the remaining isolated population of O. 
pabda in Asian countries.
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important target ﬁsh species for the small- and large-
scale ﬁshermen of Bangladesh who use different types of 
traditional ﬁshing gears and traps.
IDENTIFICATION
Body is elongated and compacted. Body color is silvery-
grey, dark on back and often two dark lateral bands are 
Fig 1. Ompok pabda. Photo was taken by the author (Md. 
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(known as Padma in Bangladesh)on 22 February 2015.
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present on its body. Mouth is large and oblique with 
villiform teeth. There are pairs of barbels; maxillary barbels 
extend to the middle of the pectoral ﬁn and mandibular 
barbels expand to the posterior border of the eye. Anal ﬁn 
is long, inserted usually opposite to the origin of the dorsal 
ﬁn. Pectoral spine is moderately strong and inner edges are 
serrated in male and often weak in female. Caudal ﬁn is 







It is distributed throughout the Indian subcontinent including 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Myanmar and Pakistan (Talwar 
and Jhingran, 1991), and also reported from Bhutan (Petr, 1999).
ABUNDANCE
This catﬁsh was available in beels, ponds, rivers and 
inundated ﬁelds (Rahman, 1989) as well as streams and 
lakes (Menon, 1999) but now it is seriously declining in the 
main streams (IUCN Bangladesh, 2000).
HABITAT AND ECOLOGY
The species lives in lotic habitats such as rivers and larger 
streams. Lentic habitats such as lakes and ponds are likely 
to be marginal for this species (Ng. pers. comm., 1998). 
Adults inhabit clear as well as muddy rivers, streams, 
ponds and lakes (Menon, 1999). Omnivorous in habitat 
(Shaﬁ and Quddus, 2001), it feeds on algae, roots of some 
higher plants, protozoa, crustaceans, a little quantity of 
mud and sands (Bhuiyan, 1964). Also, it feeds on some 
small ﬁshes (IUCN Bangladesh, 2000). 
REPRODUCTION
Size at ﬁrst sexual maturity is 12.9 cm in total length 
(TL) and 13.9 cm in TL for male and female populations 
of O. pabda, respectively (Gupta et al., 2014). It spawns 
(spawning season) in rivers of Tripura between March and 
August (Banik et al., 2012) and in the River Gomti from 
June to September (Gupta et al., 2014). Fecundity varied 
from 2190-41552 (Banik et al., 2012) and 2460-5986 
(Gupta et al., 2014) (TL ranges from, 11.5-20.0 cm).
THREATS
Overexploitation is a major threat and has resulted in 
population declines (Mishra  et al.,  2009). The effects of 
other potential anthropogenic threats such as habitat 
destruction and competition from alien species need to 
be further ascertained (Ng. pers. comm., 1998; Hossain 
et al., 2009a). Killing of fry and ﬁngerlings, use of illegal 
ﬁshing gear, pollution and siltation are also key causes for 
the declining of this species (Hossen et al., 2015; Hossain 
et al., 2015a).
CONSERVATION ACTION
Several studies on ecology, biology, life history and 
aquaculture of O. pabda have been conducted (Breder and 
Rosen, 1966; Rahman, 1989; Menon, 1999; Kohinoor et 
al., 2009; Banik et al., 2012). 
CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS
Studies on morphology, reproductive biology and stock 
assessment are immediately required (Hossain, 2014; 
Hossain et al., 2015b). Empirical data on exploitation levels 
for this species throughout the rest of its range (other than 
southwestern Bengal) is needed (Hossain et al., 2015c). 
The effects of other anthropogenic threats such as pollution 
and habitat destruction on population declines need to be 
further ascertained (Hossain et al., 2008; Tenzin and Ng, 
2010; Hossain et al., 2015d). Establishment of suitable 
sanctuaries in selected areas of rivers, streams, canals, 
reservoirs, lakes and swampland is suggested (Hossain 
et al., 2009b; 2015e). Fishing practices (<size at sexual 
mature ﬁsh) during spawning season (March-September) 
should be strictly banned (Hossain et al., 2012; Hossain 
and Alam, 2015). The conservation status of O. pabda 
should be improved through effective habitat preservation 
and by increasing public awareness.
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pabda (Hamilton, 1822) (Siluriformes: 
Siluridae)
Ugroženi som, Ompok pabda, je visoko nutritivna vrijedna 
hrana u azijskim zemljama. Prirodne populacije opadaju 
zbog pretjeranog iskorištavanja i raznih ekoloških promjena 
u svojim prirodnim staništima što dovodi do zabrinjavajućeg 
stanja te zaslužuje visoku važnost za očuvanje. Preporučuju 
se akcije održivog očuvanja preostalih izoliranih populacija 
O. pabda u azijskim zemljama.
Ključne riječi: Ompok pabda, som, ugrožena vrsta, zaštita, 
Azija
<=> ?@e Author(s) 2015. Published by University of Zagreb, Faculty of Agriculture. All rights reserved.
Croatian Journal of Fisheries, 2015, 73, 183 - 185
M. Y. Hossain et al.: "reatened #shes of the world: Ompok pabda
REFERENCES
Banik, S., Goswami, P., Acharjee, T., Malla, S. (2012): Ompok 
pabda (Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822):  an endangered cat-
ﬁsh of Tripura, India: reproductive physiology related to 
freshwater lotic environment. Journal of Environmentalist, 
1, 45-55.
Bhuiyan, A. L. (1964):  Fishes of Dacca. Asiatic Society of Paki-
stan, Dacca. pp. 54-55.
Breder, C.  M., Rosen, D. E. (1966): Modes of reproduction 
in ﬁshes. T. F. H. Publications, Neptune City, New Jersey. 
941 pp.
CAMP. (1998): Conservation Assessment and Management 
Plan for Freshwater ﬁshes of India. Workshop Report. Zoo 












VF MK LK WXYZ[\] ^_DN`RBb-
tive biology of Indian Silurid catﬁsh Ompok pabda in River 
Gomti. Journal of Environmental Biology, 35, 345-351.
Hossain, M. Y. (2014): Threatened Fishes of the World: Mys-
tus vittatus (Bloch, 1794) (Siluriformes:Bagridae). Croatian 
Journal of Fisheries, 72, 183-185.
Hossain, M. Y., Ahmed, Z. F., Al-Kady, M. A. H., Ibrahim, A. H. 
M., Ohtomi, J., Fulanda, B. (2008): Threatened Fishes of 
the World: Wallago attu (Bloch, M. E. and Schneider, J. G. 
(1801) (Siluriformes: Bagridae). Environmental Biology of 
Fishes, 82, 277-278
Hossain, M. Y., Alam, M. J. (2015): Threatened Fishes of the 
World: Plotosus canius (Hamilton,1822) (Siluriformes: Plo-
tosidae). Croatian Journal of Fisheries, 73, 35-36.
Hossain, M. Y., Hossain, M. A., Ahmed, Z. F., Islam, R., Hos-
sen, M. A., Rahman, M. M., Ohtomi, J. (2015d): Threatened 
Fishes of the World: Eutropiichthys vacha (Hamilton, 1822) 
(Siluriformes: Schilbeidae). Croatian Journal of Fisheries, 
accepted article 2015 online ﬁrst, 76-81.
Hossain, M. Y., Hossain, M. A., Islam, R., Hossen, M. A., Rah-
man, O., Rahman, M. M. (2015a): Threatened Fishes of the 
World: Pethia ticto (Hamilton, 1822) (Cypriniformes: Cy-

































man, M. M., Ahmed, F., Ohtomi, J. (2015e): Threatened 
Fishes of the World: Botia dario (Hamilton, 1822) (Cyprini-
formes: Cobitidae). Croatian Journal of Fisheries, accepted 
article 2015 online ﬁrst, pp. 108-112.
Hossain, M. Y., Islam, R., Hossain, M. A., Hossen, M. A., Rah-
man, M. M., Ohtomi, J. (2015b):  Threatened Fishes of the 
World: Cirrhinus reba (Hamilton 1822) (Cypriniformes: Cy-
prinidae). Croatian Journal of Fisheries, 73, 40-42.
Hossain, M. Y., Islam, R., Hossen, M. A., Rahman, O., Hossain, 
M. A., Islam, M. A., Alam, M. J.  (2015c): Threatened Fishes 
of the World: Mystus gulio (Hamilton, 1822) (Siluriformes: 
Bagridae). Croatian Journal of Fisheries, 73, 43-45
Hossain, M. Y., Jewell, M. A. S., Nahar, L., Rahman, M. M., Naif, 
A., Ohtomi, J. (2012): Gonadosomatic index-based size at 
ﬁrst sexual maturity of the catﬁsh Eutropiichthys vacha 
(Hamilton, 1822) in the Ganges River (NW Bangladesh). 





























Threatened Fishes of the world: Pangasius pangasius 
Hamilton-Buchanan, 1822 (Pangasiidae). Environmental 
Biology of Fishes, 84, 315-316.
Hossain. M. Y., Ohtomi, J., Ahmed, Z. F. (2009b): Morphomet-
ric, Meristic Characteristics and Conservation of the Threat-
ened Fish, Puntius sarana (Hamilton, 1822) (Cyprinidae) in 
the Ganges River, Northwestern Bangladesh. Turkish Jour-
nal of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences 9, 223-225.
Hossen, M. A., Hossain, M. Y., Yahya, K., Pramanik, M. N. U. 
(2015): Threatened Fishes of the World: Labeo bata (Ham-
ilton, 1822) (Cypriniformes: Cyprinidae). Croatian Journal 






















Bangladesh. IUCN-The World Conservation Union, 116 p.
IUCN. (2014): IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 
2014.1. IUCN 2014. IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 
(Downloaded in June 2014).
IUCN. (2011): IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 


























tion of different stocking densities of two small indigenous 
fish, pabda (Ompok pabda) and gulsha (Mystus cavasius) 
with Indian major carps in polyculture system. Iranian Jour-
nal of Fisheries Science, 8, 57-64.
Menon, A.  G. K. (1999): Check list - fresh water fishes of India. 
Rec. Zoological  Survey of  India, Miscellaneous Publica-
tions, Occasional  papers No. 175, 366 pp.
Mishra, S. S., Acharjee, S. K., Chakraborty, S. K. (2009): De-
velopment of tools for assessing conservation categories 
of siluroid fishes of fresh water and brackish water wet-
lands of South West Bengal, India. Environmental Biology 
of Fishes, 84, 395-407.
Misra, K. S. (1976): Pisces. Vol. 3. Delhi, Manager of Publica-
tions. Vol. 3, 351 p.
Ng, H. H., Ng, P. K. L. (1998): A revision of the South-east 
Asian catfish genus Silurichthys. Journal of Fish Biology, 
52, 291-333.
Petr, T. (1999): Coldwater fish and fisheries in Bhutan. p. 6-12. 
In T. Petr (ed.) Fish and fisheries at higher altitudes: Asia. 
FAO Fish. Tech. Pap. No. 385. FAO, Rome. 304 p.
Rahman, A. K. A. (1989): Freshwater Fishes of Bangladesh. 
1st edition, Zoological Society of Bangladesh. Department 
of Zoology, University of Dhaka. pp. 168-169.
Shafi, M., Quddus, M. M. A. (2001): Bangladesher Matsho 
Shompod (Fisheries of Bangladesh), (In Bengali), Kabir 
publication Dhaka, Bangladesh. pp. 200-204.
Talwar, P.  K., Jhingran, A. G. (1991): Inland Fishes of India and 
Adjacent Countries. Volume 2. A.A. Balkema, Rotterdam. 
pp. 584-585.
Tenzin, K., Ng, H. H. (2010): Ompok pabda. The IUCN Red 
List of Threatened Species. Version 2014.2.
